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seriously undertaken and when about an hour later they left the
brow-beaten little Indian he was the richer by a few small coins
of next to no value and they by half a dozen sticky sweets and
a broken bar of chocolate. The energy they expended over the
transaction would, converted into force, have kept our steamer's
propellers turning for hours.
At sunset every day all the Moslem passengers prayed,
turning their faces in the direction of Mecca, The noise of the
winches, the pandemonium of loading and discharging cargo,
the crowds of vociferating people who flocked on the steamer's
deck disturbed them not at alL Their prayer rugs were unfolded
wherever a vacant spot was to be found and to the cry of " Allah
Akbar " they rose and fell, bending their foreheads in reverence
to the deck. Two Persian women, entirely enveloped, one in
black, the other in orange—the wife and mother of a Persian
official—-joined in the general prayer, a little apart from the men,
under the shadow of a friendly awning. It must be wonderful
to possess the fervent faith of these Moslem people, with thdr
unshakable belief, their unquestioning confidence.
Between Muskat and Karachi we touched at Chahbar in
Beluchistan and at Gwadar and Pazni, on the British Beluchi
coast, taking passengers and cargo for India, Many were
poverty-stricken people—whole families with old men and old
women and little children—representatives of the constantly
migrating population of these regions, seeking work far afield,
I was told that on their arrival at Karachi they would be looked
after and sent on to their destinations. Amongst them were a
little troupe of musicians with long-necked stringed instruments
and two women who sang*
I would like to record a word of praise of the commander and
officers of this steamer of the British-India Line, The deck
passengers were treated with unfailing kindness, patience and
consideration by everyone on board. Their comfort was studied
and the accommodation was adequate. They had water in amply
sufficient quantities and shade under decks and awnings. They
appeared happy and contented in spite of their poverty and rags,
and more than satisfied with their lot and their treatment.

